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 Julie’s Travel Desk—503-636-5684 

Autumn 
2016 

 

Julie’s Travel Desk presents  
 

“A Taste of Cuba” 
 

Saturday, November 12 from 1-3pm  

at Julie’s Travel Desk  
 

Meet representatives from 

Fathom Cruise Line 

the first cruise line to bring  

US Passengers to Cuba  

& 

 YA’LLA Tours  

taking travelers to Cuba for over 20 years 

 

Let us answer your questions, tempt you with 

some Cuban refreshments, and learn more  

about this fascinating country!   
 

Saturday, November 12, 1-3pm 
 

Limited Space - RSVP required - 503-636-5684 

A Word from the People Who Send You Away... 
Nearly a year has passed since we started celebrating Julie’s Travel’s 50th anniversary, 

but here we are in mid fall, nearing our 51st! 2016 has been eventful worldwide, but 

people’s wanderlust is alive and well and Julie’s Travel is still sending people packing!   
 

Travel trends come and go and here at Julie’s we see it first hand.  While many clients 

still traveled worldwide, some opted for locales where they felt more comfortable for 

various reasons... such as Alaska over Europe, the South Pacific over the Caribbean, and 

US over European river cruises. Mexico and Hawaii have made a comeback in popularity. 

The strength of the US dollar is also a factor, and driving people to select countries 

where they can stretch their vacation funds furthest such as Canada, Australia and New 

Zealand. Others have already made their 2017 reservations to these and other “bucket 

list” destinations such as Asia, South America and Cuba.  
 

The ability of US Citizens to more easily visit Cuba has created widespread interest  in 

this emerging country. Travel to Cuba however, still comes with restrictions, so we are 

having another JTD “event” in November that should help answer questions about travel 

to this unique and intriguing country.  We hope you can join us on Nov. 12 (see below).  
 

Remember the world is a big place and has plenty of corners to explore, so let Julie’s 

Travel help with your next travel adventure. We’re waiting to send you on your way! 



“Mouth-Watering” Cuba! 
Spicy as an Habanero Pepper, Cuba is teeming with music, arts and culture. Now that US citizens 

can more easily visit this fascinating country, Julie’s Travel is here to help you navigate your way 

through!  Be mindful that travel to Cuba still has its restrictions. Currently US citizens are not 

able to travel “freely” in Cuba, for example a day lounging on the beach at an all-inclusive resort 

isn’t allowed for US Citizens, however you CAN interact with locals, learn about their culture, and 

visit historic sites.  You can feel confident that any tours or cruises booked through Julie’s 

Travel will have the required People to People (P2P) qualifications to visit Cuba. 
 

JTD agent, Melinda Wittman, was lucky enough to have the 

honor of being on the first cruise ship to leave from a US 

port and arrive in Cuba in over 50 years.  Fathom’s small 

luxury ship, the Adonia offers 7 day itineraries weekly out 

of Miami, alternating between Cuba and the Dominican 

Republic.  Melinda found the people of Cuba welcomed them 

with open arms and were very excited about the economic 

impact that tourism from the US will provide.  The Cuban 

people are very proud of their heritage and willing to share 

their arts, culture and history with visitors.  The lively 

Latin beat emanates from  every window and doorway of 

the cities’ restaurants and bars, beckoning the visitor to 

come and sit a spell and soak up the Cuban atmosphere.  
 

All tours or cruises offered through Julie’s Travel Desk 

include government-sanctioned tour guides who are ready,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and for the most part willing, to answer all questions... 

however being Cuba, there may still be a few sensitive 

subjects.   
 

Whether it be a walking tour of Old Havana, Revolution 

Square, a visit to Papa Hemingway’s haunts, or  a vintage 

taxi ride, Havana is magnificent. Depending on the tour 

or cruise you select, you may visit Cienfuegos with its 

French-inspired Neo-classical buildings, Trinidad with 

its rich history of Sugar Mills, or Santiago de Cuba, the 

site of famed San Juan Hill.  These are just a sample of 

the many UNESCO World Heritage 

sites available for visitors to 

experience in Cuba.    
 

So, look at your calendar and start 

making plans to visit Cuba while US tourism is still in its 

infancy. The magic of Cuba will surround you. 

Fathom’s 704 passenger ship, the Adonia, takes you into the heart of 
Cuba where you become a part of history. Explore local communities 
and immerse yourself in culture in unconventional ways for longer 
amounts of time. Make yourself part of the place you visit. Unite with 
our tribe of travelers and together be a part of something bigger.  
 

Fathom’s Adonia will visit three historic ports where you can 
participate in Fathom's "People-to-People Guided  Tours". Ports of call 
include: Havana, the country's capital, the historic town of Cienfuegos 
and Cuba's second largest city, Santiago de Cuba.   

 Viva Cuba! 
April 30, 2017 

7nt cruise to Cuba 
Round trip from Miami 

 

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy. Taxes, Fees & 
Port Expenses are additional and estimated at $208 per person, 
applicable to all passengers on the booking. Visa fee is $75 per 
person. All passengers must pay gratuities on board. Fathom's 

"People-to-People Guided Tours" are included.  

#traveldeep 

Cruise rate  
from $2099 pp*  

Space is limited, special 
pricing available until  

12/31/16 only!  



Call Julie’s Travel at 503-636-5684 or 1-800-517-1277 

 

Julie’s Travel Desk  & 
Holland America Line …  

partners in exceptional 
cruise travel since 1965!  



Call Julie’s Travel at 503-636-5684 or 1-800-517-1277 

“Travel and 
change of place 

impart new vigor 
to the mind”  

 
         ~ Seneca ~  

Posing with Pigeons? Think again! 
Before you embark on your next trip to Europe, be sure 

you are aware of some of the surprisingly illegal 

activities that might take a bite out of your spending 

money! Here is a list of some of these “no-nos” so you 

can save your Euros for souvenirs! 
 

 Want to pose with pigeons in Piazza San Marco in 

Venice? OK, but feeding these critters is a big no-

no and a finable offence! Aside from them being a 

general nuisance, pigeon by-products are causing 

harm to Venice’s historic buildings and monuments. 
 

 Avoid taking snapshots of official government 

buildings in Hungary, Russia, Ukraine, Romania, and 

Spain, or you will find yourself either taken in for 

questioning or fined. Also in France avoid taking 

photos of police, even in the background!  
 

 Eating and drinking around public monuments in 

Italian cities such as Rome, Florence and Venice, is 

prohibited... so forget about sipping a cappuccino on  

the Spanish Steps! 
 

 Carry your ID!  In many European countries such as   

The Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Belgium, and 

Spain, you must carry your ID at all times or take a 

chance of being fined. If you are a non-European 

citizen, this means your actual passport, NOT a 

copy! 
 

 Running out of gas in itself is not a crime, but you 

will surely be fined if you make an unscheduled stop 

on the German autobahn! Gas up before you  start 

out or your trip will cost more than you thought!  
 

 Wearing high heels may be fashionable, but leave 

them in your hotel room if you are planning on 

visiting some historic sites in Greece.  The spiky 

heels can potentially damage the surface of ancient 

ruins, so they are banned from sites such as the 

Parthenon, the sanctuary at Delphi and many other 

outdoor amphitheatres. 
 

 Wear your bathing suit ONLY where appropriate! In 

Palma de Mallorca and Barcelona, local police can 

fine you between 100-500 Euros of found  strolling 

the streets in your bikini or trunks, so cover up once 

off the sand! 
 

So be informed and respectful when traveling to other 

countries and do your homework as to what is or is NOT 

appropriate. Your wellbeing AND your pocketbook will 

thank you!   

                  Locally owned and operated in Portland Oregon,  

                  Pacific Cascade Towncar provides a reliable, luxury  

chauffeured experience with superior quality and worry-free 

customer care. Rest assured you’ll arrive at your destination in 

relaxed comfort with Pacific Cascade Towncar! 
 

What makes Pacific Cascade Towncar different? 

 Certified Drivers... all drivers complete a full training course 

stressing driving safety and superior customer care. 

 Local Assistance...  Since all drivers are local, they are always 

ready to answer questions about the area. PLUS, English is the 

primary language for all drivers. 

 Reliability... they verify your pick up time 24 hours in advance 

and arrive 15 minutes prior to your scheduled pick up time! 

 24/7 Local Receptionists... You are dealing with a local  

        reservation staff so courtesy starts with the reservationist!  

 

Pacific Cascade Towncar 

For Reservations Call: 

1-888-850-0398 or 

book online at towncar.com 

Don’t forget to mention 

Promo code JULIE  

Ultra-Luxury Alaska on Seabourn 
Next year marks a new beginning for Seabourn in 

Alaska and a new level of luxury travel to our 49th 

state. On Seabourn, you’ll experience all the iconic 

wonders of Alaska on a voyage nothing short of 

magical. Each Seabourn cruise to Alaska includes the 

following exclusive amenities and activities designed 

to enhance every moment: 
 

 Amazing itineraries with marquee ports 

 The hidden gems of the Alaska Inside Passage 

 Optional Ventures by Seabourn™ excursions 

 Complimentary Seabourn All-Weather Jacket 

 Excursion programs curated by Robin West, their 

Expedition Program Manager 

 Guidance & insight from a skilled expedition staff 

 “Caviar on the Ice” deck party 
 

Call Julie’s Travel for a Seabourn brochure and make 

2017 the year you experience the ultimate in luxury 

cruising to Alaska.  



Have a great trip? Tell us about it at www.juliestravel.com/reviews 

  

  



Check out our website at www.juliestravel.com 

If You’re in the Area….Stop by!  
Team Julie's is excited to introduce our newest office 

location, which opened in Pullman, WA earlier this 

month. Operated by Jamie Anderson, this new division 

of JTD focuses specifically on destination weddings 

and honeymoons.  Jamie will still frequent our main 

office here in Lake Oswego and continue to assist our 

happy couples from Portland (and all over the country) 

with their once-in-a-lifetime getaways. For more 

information please visit www.idoluxurytravel.com. 

Jamie Anderson, at his new office in Pullman, WA,  
ready, willing, and able to make your destination wedding  

or honeymoon a dream come true!  

Don’t Delay, Get Your Passport NOW! 
An unprecedented number of US passports are set to 

expire over the next 24 months and coupled with an 

increase in Americans traveling abroad, this makes it 

imperative to obtain or renew your passport early.  
 

In the past, “passport season” began in mid-January, 

peaked in March and then ran steadily through August 

before trailing off, but lately it has never slowed down. 

In addition to saving expedited processing fees, 

securing your passport early will ensure you receive your 

passport in plenty of time for scheduled trips. Also 

effective last January, citizens who run out of visa 

pages have to obtain a NEW passport instead of having 

additional pages inserted. Two options are available: 28 

or 52 pages with no difference in cost.   
 

While passports aren’t required for cruises that begin 

and end in the same U.S. port, passports are highly 

recommended in case you need to fly back to the states. 

Plus, if you lose your passport, check thoroughly before 

reporting it lost. Once reported missing, a passport 

cannot be reinstated even if found.  
 

Our advice...avoid unnecessary stress and get your 

passports early! 

http://www.idoluxurytravel.com


JTD’s Client Corner… where it’s all about YOU!  

Drop us an email with a photo or two and you may see yourself smiling  
back from the pages of our next JTD Newsletter!  

Dick and Leanne Spence at the Colosseum on their  
Insight Road to Rome tour last summer! 

Rob Folse and Angela Christopher made the most of their Alaska 
Un-Cruise adventure by kayaking the Alaskan waters nearly every day! 

Ellie Neely, now 100 years young, enjoys a glass of wine 
with daughter Sally Hugdal on award-winning Crystal 

Dave & Jean Farrell on their private tour in 
Rome with Franco, our Italian “treasure”. 

This bit of camera trickery shows the great 
sense of humor of our clients Ben Barash 
and Anna Hochgesang on their Iceland  

experience last spring!  

Congratulations! Dawn Folk said YES when Garrett 
Miller proposed during their Riviera Maya vacation!  

The Ulrich family -  Mark, Samantha and Sharon 
enjoying some local Italian gelato! 
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Julie’s Travel Desk 503-636-5684 or 1-800-517-1277 

 The small ship experts.  *  Elegant & state-of-the-art.  *  Serene Scandinavian spaces. 

Destination-focused dining.  *  Award-winning service. 

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.  *    The thinking person’s cruise. 

By River or by Sea... 

              ONLY with Viking.   

Ask for our Special Cruise Pricing plus International Air Savings 
Call Julie’s Travel at 503-636-5684 to book TODAY! 

 
Note: Special Cruise Pricing plus International Air Savings are considered a single offer. International 

air does not have to be purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for 
details. Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers except Viking Explorer Society Travel Credits and Referral 

Rewards. Viking reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions and to change all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Viking is not 

responsible for incorrect statements or claims contained within this ad. Cruise fares are per person, based on double occupancy, and will be 

listed in the local currency and country of residence of the Travel Agent. Additional terms and conditions may apply; see your Travel Agent for 
details. See Passenger Ticket Contract at vikingrivercruisescanada.com (Canada) and vikingrivercruises.com (USA). CST#2052644-40 


